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Project applications to date 

Organisation Grant amount 

2005/06   

 
A Sense of Place 
The project will test the opportunities for developing 
the global ecomuseums concept in England, through an 
action research project in the Northern Uplands of 
England.  Ecomuseum is a philosophy that has been 
adopted worldwide and encompasses a variety of 
ecological activities that are managed by local people 
and that aim to develop an entire region as a living 
museum. 
 

 
International 
Centre for the 
Uplands (in 
conjunction with 
Leader+ in North 
Northumberland) 
 

 
£10,000 
 
APPROVED  
2005/06 

 
St Oswald’s Way 
To establish a long distance walk route that forms the 
final side of a square of long distance walks in 
Northumberland: the others being St Cuthbert’s Way, 
the Pennine Way and Hadrian’s Way.  The walk is 100 
miles stretching from Bamburgh to Heavenfield in 
Tynedale.  
 

 
Alnwick District 
Council  

 
£10,000 
 
APPROVED 
2005/06 

 
Golf and Scenic Tours 
The project will allow the applicants to buy a London 
Routemaster Bus to use for golf and scenic tours around 
North Northumberland.  A guide will be available to 
interpret the history and heritage of the AONB.  The 
ground floor will be adapted so that it is suitable for 
various users. 
 

 
Not Entirely Sure 
Tours  

 
£ 8,225 
 
APPROVED 
2005/06 

 
Beadnell to Bamburgh and Glororum path – phase 1(a) 
Creation of safe road-side walking and cycling route to 
link the settlements of Seahouses and Beadnell.  The 
scheme will provide a route from Seahouses village to 
Annstead Farm.  This is phase 1a of a larger programme 
to provide safe off-road pedestrian and cycle access 
from Beadnell and Bamburgh via Seahouses with 
extensions to Glororum and Budle Bay 
 

 
Northumberland 
County Council 

 
£22,125 
 
APPROVED 
2005/06 

 
Northumberland Coast Sustainable Access 
Improvement 
Extend the traffic-free shared use path for walkers and 
cyclists between Alnmouth and Warkworth adjacent to 
the busy A1068. The new route will take walkers and 
cyclists away from the very rough and circuitous route 
along Buston Links onto a safe and more direct route 
next to the A-road, and affording wonderful views of 
the AONB coastline. The new route will provide an 
alternative to the car for local journeys 
 

 
Sustrans 

 
£25,000 
 
APPROVED 
2005/06 
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Coquet Island CCTV Project 
Installation of a CCTV camera on one of the old light-
house buildings on Coquet Island will beam live images 
of nesting seabirds to a monitor in Amble Tourist 
Information Centre (TIC).   The interactive camera will 
allow people to pan round and focus on individual birds 
and nests.  Interpretation material will be produced to 
support this project including leaflets, an information 
panel in the TIC and a panel on the harbour front.  A 
network of local volunteers will be recruited and 
trained to help interpret the images on the screen and 
give information about the seabirds of Coquet Island to 
visitors.  Solar panels will be installed on the island, 
providing a sustainable power source for the CCTV 
camera.  
 

 
Royal Society for 
the Protection of 
Birds 

 
£20,000 
 
APPROVED 
2005/06 

 
Reuse and Recreate In A Rural Setting  
The project aims to divert waste arising from local 
businesses by the collection of suitable clean waste and 
passing it on for reuse in young persons play and arts 
activities. This provides a link for the business sector to 
support the local community and plays an important 
educational role by teaching young people the value of 
reusing waste materials. Substantial quantities of clean 
commercial waste which are consigned to landfill will 
be given a second useful life and thereby make a 
positive environmental impact by recycling waste 
materials. 
 

 
Berwick Borough 
Council  

 
 £5,000 
 
 DEFERRED 
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2006/07   

 
Alnmouth Boathouses  
Commission a feasibility report which will provide 
information about the future development of the 
boathouses.  It will have potential for visitors and 
residents of Alnmouth.  They are looking for an 
innovative outcome and use.  The Parish Council, 
Burgage Holders and Local History Group are interested 
to progress this feasibility study.  It is anticipated that 
the whole community will be involved in the 
consultation process based on the outcome of the 
feasibility study. 
 

 
Alnmouth Parish 
Council  

 
FIRST OFFER 
£7,575 
SECOND OFFER 
£2,000 
 
APPROVED 
2006/07 

 
Historic Landscape Characterisation Project 
Preparation of a county-wide Historic Landscape 
Characterisation.  As part of this programme it is hoped 
that we will include a consideration of the physiography 
of the landscape. The physiography is the “natural” 
form of the landscape, the physiographic model will be 
formed of regions that consider the geology, soils, 
aspect, altitude and gradient of the land forms and will 
be applied as metadata to each area defined in the HLC 
model. It will also exist as a stand alone data set 
available for consultation and use in its own right. 

 
HLC and physiography will have two main usages. Firstly 
in outreach to help inform the AONB (and wider 
Northumberland) community about the environment 
they live in and secondly, as a tool to be used both 
during forward planning and during consultation as part 
of the planning process. 
 

 
Northumberland 
County Council 
Conservation Team 

 
FIRST OFFER 
£3,750 
 
APPROVED 
2006/07 

 
Repairs / Restoration: Craster Tower Archway 
The Archway is a Grade II Listed Building in need of 
repair. It is the main gateway to the village of Craster.  
The repair of this building will enable the main traffic 
flow to continue to use this scenic route in complete 
safety.  
 

 
Craster Parish 
Council  
 

 
FIRST OFFER 
£7,000 
 
SECOND OFFER 
£1,000 
 
APPROVED 
2006/07 
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Northumberland Coastal Heathlands Projects 
Coastal Heath is an increasingly rare sight.  Land use 
pressures have led to the rapid fragmentation of this 
distinct habitat; Northumberland is one of the few 
areas it still survives, although the extent, location and 
long term prospects are unknown.   
 
NWT intends to complete a full audit of all Coastal 
Heathland sites within the AONB. This will involve 
surveying all known locations, looking for key indicator 
species and providing up-to-date species data for each 
site.  Local community groups will be given the 
opportunity to get involved with the survey of sites.   

 
Northumberland 
Wildlife Trust 

 
£7,000 
 
APPROVED 
2006/07 

 
Natural Connections 
The project will use education, training, practical 
volunteering, community events and green space 
improvements to increase the engagement of local 
people and communities with the wildlife and green 
spaces around them.   
 
The project will focus on north Northumberland, the 
Northumberland National Park, Berwick District and 
Alnwick district.  The project will also set up a 
“Community of Practice” comprising delivery partners 
(including NCAONB Partnership and NNPA) to ensure 
best practice, minimise duplication and allow 
beneficiaries to move seamlessly between delivery 
partners.   

 
Northumberland 
Wildlife Trust 

 
£6,000 
 
APPROVED 
2006/07 
 
 
Approved 
2007/08: £8,000) 
 
(In principle  
offer 2008/09: 
£6,000) 

 
Spittal Spa Well 
 Clean War Memorial, repair exposed foundations. 

Pave the area with Caithness flagstones.  
 Improve current access from the north side to comply 

with DDA guidelines.  
 Renovate the upper well, paving, steps, hand rail and 

path. 
 Add the missing names of WW II causalities, those of 

the Merchant Navy, ancillary services & later 
conflicts, to the War Memorial.   

 Replace the decayed seating at both upper and lower 
well head area. 

 Turf lower site and plant 2 trees at the street line. 
Plant bulbs in banking for low maintenance, and 
native woodland species on upper level under 
established trees. 

 Publish a new, interpretation leaflet for Spittal.  The 
current guide is 30 years old, and inaccurate. 

 Rebuild the decaying brick and rendered lower well in 
a similar sandstone design, incorporating a memorial 
to 25 local air raid fatalities. 

 Replace lamp standard in appropriate design. 

 
Spittal 
Improvement Trust 

 
£6,375 
 
APPROVED 
2006/07 
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Improving Beadnell Bay Visitor Facilities - feasibility 
study 
To commission independent, expert consultants to assess 
current visitor facilities at Beadnell Bay, and their 
potential to be developed further, including the boat 
launching facility, public toilets, car parks, showers, boat 
storage, quality catering and shop facilities. 
 

 
Berwick upon 
Tweed Borough 
Council  

 
£5,000 
 
APPROVED 
2006/07 

 
Harbour Siltation Study  
The project will explore the causation of siltation build 
up within the harbour area/mouth and produce a study 
recommending long-term solutions.  The report will form 
the basis of future regeneration activity in the harbour. 

 

 
Warkworth Harbour 
Commissioners  

 
£5,000 
 
APPROVED 
2006/07 

 
Alnwick Markets  
Local Living has been granted the Licence for Alnwick 
Markets from the Northumberland Estates, and will 
work in partnership with Alnwick Community 
Development Trust. Through the investment of money 
and imagination, we aim to make the Market Place a 
vibrant community space that results in social and 
economic benefits.  

It is planned that in addition to the regular markets – 
Saturdays throughout the year and Thursdays in the 
summer and the Farmers’ Market on the last Friday of 
the month - a new arts, crafts and produce market is 
started on Sundays in the summer. New seasonal fairs 
and events will be organised throughout the year   
 

 
Local Living Ltd  
 

 
FIRST OFFER 
£8,103 
SECOND OFFER 
£1,630 
 
APPROVED 
2006/07 
 
Approved 
2007/08:   
£1,380) 
 

 
Walking to Health in Berwick Borough  

 Sustain and develop the project of health walks 
through the existing weekly walking groups in 
Berwick, Seahouses and Belford.  Maintain the co-
ordination of walks through supporting volunteers and 
develop new community links with groups within the 
Borough covering Health, Culture, Tourism, the 
Environment and Education. For Example developing 
family walks, pram walks and all abilities walks 
through the Berwick Family Centre and the Adult 
Training Centre. This project will encourage adults 
and children who are not currently active to take up 
regular physical activity and explore the natural 
environment. 

 Develop self guiding walking leaflets to encourage 
individuals to participate in health walks within the 
Northumberland Coast.  

 Organise Open Walking Events for people to explore the 
Northumberland Coast from other areas of the Borough, 
providing transport and trained leaders. 

 
Berwick upon 
Tweed Borough 
Council  
 

 
£7,075 
 
APPROVED 
2006/07 
 
(In principle  
offer 2007/08: 
£3,555) 
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Forest School  
Forest School is an inspirational process that offers 
children opportunities to achieve and develop 
confidence and self-esteem through play and hands-on 
learning experiences in a woodland environment.   
 
The use of a woodland setting framed by safety routines 
and established boundaries, allows the flexibility and 
freedom for child-initiated learning and other 
innovative approaches to take place, in a low-risk 
environment. Learning can be linked to the national 
curriculum and foundation stage objectives.  
 
The project will involve regular contact for children 
taking place all year round, in all weathers. When these 
features are brought together, they will provide an 
experience for the child that they will not get 
elsewhere. 
 

 
Outdoor Learning 
in Northumberland  
Ltd  

 
£3,000 
 
APPROVED 
2006/07 
 
 
 

 
Enabling Renewable Energy for Coastal Communities  
This project is to enable REALL to offer a higher level of 
technical support to 5 - 6-community groups in the 
Coast AONB area.  The aim is to ensure that 
communities have access to quality technical expertise 
before committing to the purchase of renewable energy 
equipment.  Technical feasibility work will enable 
community groups to make informed choices about 
technologies, give them a good feel for costs and 
enable them to assess how the use of energy saving and 
renewable measures will benefit their organisation and 
the environment.  This should ensure that the most 
appropriate equipment is used and encourage best 
practice. It means that groups in the Coast can be 
signposted towards quality technologies and reliable 
installers.  Good technical advice will also help in 
acquiring funding for installations from renewables 
specific funders such as the DTI’s Low Carbon Buildings 
Programme.   

 

 
Community 
Action 
Northumberland 

 
£2,500 
 
APPROVED 
2006/07 
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2007/08   

 
Natural Connections 
The project will use education, training, practical 
volunteering, community events and green space 
improvements to increase the engagement of local 
people and communities with the wildlife and green 
spaces around them.   
 
The project will focus on north Northumberland, the 
Northumberland National Park, Berwick District and 
Alnwick district.  The project will also set up a 
“Community of Practice” comprising delivery partners 
(including NCAONB Partnership and NNPA) to ensure 
best practice, minimise duplication and allow 
beneficiaries to move seamlessly between delivery 
partners.   
 
Second Offer:  Support the lease of an MPV vehicle 
that can carry volunteers, participants, tools and 
materials to events and activities.  The vehicle would 
be liveried to include project name and contacts, as 
well as names and logos of supporting organisations. 
 

 
Northumberland 
Wildlife Trust 

 
£6,000 
 
APPROVED 
2006/07 
 
£8,000 
 
APPROVED 
2007/08  
 
£6,000 
 
APPROVED 
2008/09 
 

 
Alnwick Markets  
Local Living has been granted the Licence for Alnwick 
Markets from the Northumberland Estates, and will 
work in partnership with Alnwick Community 
Development Trust. Through the investment of money 
and imagination, we aim to make the Market Place a 
vibrant community space that results in social and 
economic benefits.  

It is planned that in addition to the regular markets, a 
new arts, crafts and produce market is started on 
Sundays in the summer. New seasonal fairs and events 
will be organised throughout the year  

Second Offer:  To run 4 “Cash from Your Kitchen or 
Garden or Workshop” sessions at locations in the 
AONB during the period Oct 2006 to Feb 2007:  
Spittal; Bamburgh/Seahouses; 
Newton/Embleton/Craster; Warkworth/Amble 

The sessions would include: 

 Customer needs and opportunities  

 Environmental health (H&S, food hygiene, home 
kitchens) 

 Trading standards (food labelling, packaging) 

 Alnwick Markets (costs & selling at the market) 

 Tourism (advice and support) 

 Business Link /BizzFizz  (overcoming barriers by 
using networks/ support) 

 
Local Living Ltd  
 

 
FIRST OFFER 
£8,103 
SECOND OFFER 
£1,630 
 
APPROVED 
2006/07 
 
£1,380 
 
APPROVED 
2007/08 
 



Sustainable Development Fund 
 

 8 

Sustainable Development Fund 
Project applications to date 

Organisation Grant amount 

 

Representatives / local officers will be invited to 
offer advice and short sessions on their particular 
area of expertise and local retailers and existing 
traders to answer questions and provide information 
to take away. 
 

 
Walking to Health in Berwick Borough  

 Sustain and develop the project of health walks 
through the existing weekly walking groups in 
Berwick, Seahouses and Belford.  Maintain the co-
ordination of walks through supporting volunteers 
and develop new community links with groups 
within the Borough covering Health, Culture, 
Tourism, the Environment and Education. For 
Example developing family walks, pram walks and 
all abilities walks through the Berwick Family 
Centre and the Adult Training Centre. This project 
will encourage adults and children who are not 
currently active to take up regular physical activity 
and explore the natural environment. 

 Develop self guiding walking leaflets to encourage 
individuals to participate in health walks within the 
Northumberland Coast.  

 Organise Open Walking Events for people to explore 
the Northumberland Coast from other areas of the 
Borough, providing transport and trained leaders. 

 

 
Berwick upon 
Tweed Borough 
Council  
 

 
£7,075 
 
APPROVED 
2006/07 
 
£3,555 
 
APPROVED 
2007/08:  
 

 
Holy Island Discovery Centre 
This project aims to augment visitor facilities on Holy 
Island by creating a Discovery Centre that will serve 
educational and other visiting groups, as well as new 
and existing community groups on the island. It will 
be a space where people can gather for talks or use as 
somewhere warm and dry to study, using the 
resources and materials that will be provided. By 
utilising vacant space within the island’s school, it 
will be an efficient use of resources on the island 
where building opportunities are limited 

 
Holy Island First 
School  

 
£10,000 
 
APPROVED 
2007/08 

 
Explore the Northumberland Coast DVD Production 
the production of a 90 minute DVD to promote a wider 
understanding of the natural/cultural heritage in the 
Northumberland Coast AONB while promoting activities 
and experiences for visitors to enjoy; raising awareness 
of the natural and cultural heritage amongst local 
residents and raising the profile of the area amongst 
potential and actual visitors and decision makers.   
 
 

 
Northern 
Heritage 

 
£5,000 
 
APPROVED 
2007/08 
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The DVD is aimed at people visiting, or intending to 
visit the area as well as local people, special interest 
groups, schools and colleges.  The DVD will incorporate 
interactive printable maps, guide notes and teaching 
notes.   
 

 
Bellshill Countryside Information Room  
To provide a warm and dry room on the farm to 
compliment the educational activities already carried 
out.  The public have stated over the past two years 
there is a need for toilets, hand washing facilities and 
warmth.  By erecting a relatively cheap log cabin with 
the necessary requirements all of these requests will 
be met.  
 

 
Renner Farming 

 
£5,000 
 
APPROVED 
2007/08  

 
Enabling Renewable Energy for Coastal Communities  
This project is to enable REALL to offer a higher level 
of technical support to 5 - 6-community groups in the 
Coast AONB area.  The aim is to ensure that 
communities have access to quality technical 
expertise before committing to the purchase of 
renewable energy equipment.  Technical feasibility 
work will enable community groups to make informed 
choices about technologies, give them a good feel for 
costs and enable them to assess how the use of 
energy saving and renewable measures will benefit 
their organisation and the environment.  This should 
ensure that the most appropriate equipment is used 
and encourage best practice. It means that groups in 
the Coast can be signposted towards quality 
technologies and reliable installers.  Good technical 
advice will also help in acquiring funding for 
installations from renewables specific funders such as 
the DTI’s Low Carbon Buildings Programme.   
 

 
Community 
Action 
Northumberland 

 
£1,500 
 
APPROVED 
2007/08 
 

 
Restoration and Re-use of Dewar’s Lane Granary  
The repair and restoration of an iconic 18th-century 
granary building in the historic heart of Berwick-upon-
Tweed and its conversion into a multi-use facility 
incorporating arts/exhibition space, seminar/meeting 
rooms, heritage interpretation, a bistro, and youth 
hostel accommodation. 
 

 
Berwick upon 
Tweed 
Preservation 
Trust  

 
£10,000 
 
DEFERRED 
2008/09 
 

 
Forest School 
Continuation of the Forest School pilot, started last 
year.  Information above 
 

 
Outdoor Learning 
in 
Northumberland 
Ltd 

 
£6,000 
 
APPROVED 
2007/08 
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Coast and Castles Website  
A dedicated website for the Coast & Castles cycle 
route and footpath, facilitating sustainable transport 
in the area and thus helping to maximise tourism in 
an environmentally supportive fashion. 
 
The website will include: 1) accommodation; 2) 
sections on all the towns and villages of importance 
on route; 3) a section on the flora and fauna; 4) 
preparation for the undertaking; 5) an advice centre 
on how to tackle the routes and over how long; 6) 
cycle hire and pre-arranged holidays; 7) sustainable 
transport option to and from the start; 8) about the 
Coast & Castles, containing history and background; 
9) urban areas; 10) route profiles; 11) route map; 12) 
how to avoid erosion; 13) Community forum 
 

 
Baytree 
Publishing Ltd 

 
£4,500 
 
APPROVED 
2007/08 
 

 
Big Sea Survey 
This project will engage members of the public 
through a programme of environmental monitoring 
surveys on intertidal foreshores, locally and 
regionally.  This will illustrate how the public can 
provide a valuable contribution to the monitoring of 
impact and change within a wider management 
framework. Involvement in the project will provide a 
greater appreciation of these habitats and the related 
coastal processes that will contribute to attitudinal 
change, empowering people to make real changes 
within their daily lives to conservation processes.  
 
The project will establish common protocols for 
supply of quality data between partners and their 
individual activities following project completion. The 
project involves a full time qualified project officer 
hosted by Newcastle University (Dove Marine 
Laboratory) for a period of three years.  Volunteers 
will be recruited via promotion and awareness-raising 
from within partners' own networks and events, 
adding value to current activity; promotion and 
awareness raising through selected local and regional 
events, such as local shows, county shows; as well as 
broader media. 

 
Durham Heritage 
Coast Partnership  

 
£10,000 OVER 
THREE YEARS 
 
DEFERRED 
2007/08 
 
DEFERRED 
2008/09 
 
DEFERRED 
2009/10 
 
APPROVED 
2010/11 
 
 

 
The Old Smithy, Broxfield Farm  
Convert the Old Smithy at Broxfield into a 
classroom/meeting room.   
 
 
 

 
David Thompson 

 
£3,750 
 
APPROVED 
2007/08 
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Northumberland Fire Group  
The NFG bought together all the relevant people to 
establish a network and look at creating an active and 
involved fire group.  This has happened now for 
several reasons: longer, drier summers; increased 
access to the countryside; loss of traditional wildlife 
management skills and the current enthusiasm to get 
the group and running.   
 
The NFG aims to contribute to the sustainable 
development of rural Northumberland by protecting 
its economy, environment, heritage and rural 
communities from the potentially devastating impacts 
of fire: 
 

 
Northwoods  

 
£2,500 
 
APPROVED 
2007/08 
 

 
Cultural Development across Berwick Borough 
Provide support for cultural development across the 
borough of Berwick upon Tweed over the next two 
years with specific focus on the AONB designated 
area. 
 
The aims of the project over the next two years are 
to: 
 Identify all groups and organisation who can 

contribute to the wider cultural agenda for the 
Borough 

 Bring key organisations and local arts/cultural 
groups together to enable arts and cultural 
activities to grow in an effective and sustainable 
manner 

 To place arts and culture at the hear of 
regeneration and development of the Borough’s 
communities and artists  

 Contribute to the delivery of the Key Priority Aims 
of the Northumberland Cultural Strategy 2002-08 

 To grow the capacity of local artists, artistic or 
cultural groups to be part of and recognised within 
regional and national networks, as well as being 
able to link strategically to networks and plants 
and thereby benefit local development 

 To deliver a programme of arts activities and work 
on an outreach basis through the Maltings Theatre 
and Arts Centre acting as a hub for the borough 
which will engage new participants and audiences 

 To bring cultural heritage and artistic partners 
together to work through a cultural action plan to 
achieve shared aims 

 
 

 
Berwick upon 
Tweed Borough 
Council  

 
£5,000 
 
APPROVED 
2007/08 
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St Oswald’s Way Phase II 
St. Oswald’s Way is a 156km long distance walking 
route from Holy Island to Heavenfield, near Hexham. 
The Way was established in 2006 and 76km of the 
route is within the Northumberland Coast AONB.  
Phase 2 of the project aims to create and publish sets 
of circular walks from villages along the main route.  
These villages are expected to include: Holy Island, 
Belford, Bamburgh, Seahouses/Beadnell, Craster and 
Warkworth. 
 

 
Alnwick District 
Council 

 
£2,913.46 
 
APPROVED 
2007/08 

 
FWAG Awareness Project 
Provide seven and a half days of advice through 
workshops, seminars and personal visits within the 
Northumberland Coast AONB that will meet the 
targets within the Action Plan.   
 

 
Farming and 
Wildlife Advisory 
Group 

 
£3,600 
 
APPROVED 
2007/08 

 
Coastal Dune System Moth Survey 
The Northumberland Coast is home to a nationally 
important group of moths, most of which are reliant 
upon a healthy dune system. It also holds a number of 
species that are currently designated locally as rare –
declining.  It has been nearly 25 years since this 
habitat was last systematically surveyed.  The aim of 
the project is to confirm the continued existence of 
known colonies of the target species and search for 
new ones in areas previously overlooked.   
 

 
North East Moth 
Group  

 
£1,070 
 
APPROVED 
2007/08 
 

  

2008/09   

 
Arriva Coast and Castles Connection Bus 

 50,000 A5 size timetable leaflets which will be 
distributed door-to-door in the AONB area, be 
carried on our buses, distributed to business 
premises in the AONB area and will also be 
available in our travel offices.  This will give 
increased awareness for passengers travelling 
between Newcastle, Morpeth, Alnwick, Seahouses, 
Bamburgh and Berwick of the outstanding beauty of 
the AONB and therefore increase the potential 
revenue for local businesses operating in these 
areas. 

 Route branding design with the co-operation of the 
AONB team for the 6 buses operating the 501 & 505 
routes which will increase awareness of the 
services.  The service will be branded “Coast & 
Castles Connection” with this clearly being 
displayed both externally and internally on the 
buses. 

 

 
Arriva North East 
 

 
£7,160 
 
APPROVED 
2008/09 
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 Electronic destination screens which are easier for 
customers to read and help to promote the service 
to non-users. 

 Increased awareness of the benefits of using public 
transport in environmental terms 

 Greater care of the local environment as people 
will be travelling by bus rather than cars 

 

 
Alnmouth Holiday Centre 
The creation of a cycle hub, following individual 
projects elsewhere, providing a focal point for cycle 
hire, routes, maps, safely equipment, serving and 
guiding in the AONB area.  
 

 
Youth Training 
Trust 

 
£6,250 
 
APPROVED 
2008/09 

 
Farmland Bird Initiative  
This project will provide specialist agricultural and 
conservation management advice and training to 
farmers, land managers, agents and advisors across 
the Northumberland Coast AONB (as part of a larger 
area).   
 
The project addresses local social needs by assisting 
farmers to access statutory funding, and to 
implement conservation management on their land.  
We will work closely with other advisors in the area, 
delivering specialist training to a wider audience.  
The project will generate economic and 
environmental benefits, through delivery of agri-
environment schemes, and management of land for 
birds and other wildlife. 
 

 
RSPB 

 
£6,750 
 
APPROVED 
2008/09 

 
Howick Hillfort and Mesolithic Hut 

 Agree and implement maintenance proposals for 
the scheduled defended settlement, which will 
include expert archaeological supervision of the 
removal of gorse from the site, and provide public 
access from the coastal path and Mesolithic Hut. 

 Erect fencing on the west side of the coastal cliff 
top path to protect the natural cliff top 
vegetation (SSSI) from livestock. 

 Rebuild the Howick Mesolithic Hut in an authentic 
way using the archaeological evidence available 
from the recent excavations. 

 Prepare and install an interpretation panels 
adjacent to the Mesolithic Hut to provide 
information about both sites.  

 
 
 

 
Howick Estates  
 

 
£4,638 
 
APPROVED 
2008/09 
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 Provide continued monitoring of both sites to 
include gorse management to reduce rabbits and 
controlled grazing to protect the natural 
vegetation which grows in this SSSI. 

 To control the car parking and improve the access 
to both sites.   

 

 
Restoring the New Shoreston Windmill 
Restoration of a windmill previously used to draw 
water from a well to service a mixed farm plus 
dwellings.  The mill was put in place in the 1930s 
having been constructed by Landells of Berwick upon 
Tweed.  The pump was ageing although still usable 
when severely damaged by wind in January 2001 from 
when the back-up electricity powered pump has had 
to be used rather than the fully sustainable windmill.  
AONB funds will be used to dismantle and rebuild the 
windmill mechanism. 
 

 
Messrs J I 
Hutchinson 

 
£2,000 
 
APPROVED 
2008/09 

 
Coquet Island Sustainable Energy Project 
The aim of our project is to provide a long term, 
sustainable future for Coquet Island RSPB Nature 
Reserve by installing environmentally friendly energy 
generation technology, enabling us to create 
sufficient power to drive the essential pieces of 
equipment on the island using the natural resources 
available. 
 

 
RSPB 
 

 
£1,000 
 
APPROVED 
2008/09 

 
Grass Roots  
Three year project to conserve Northumberland’s 
unique grasslands. Botanical research and surveys will 
accompany site improvement works leading to a 
management plan and on site improvements of 
condition and extent. This project will aim to raise 
awareness of these rare grasslands.  
 

 
Northumberland 
Wildlife Trust 

 
£12,124 
 
APPROVED 
2008/09 

 
Extension of facilities  
Extension of playing facilities to provide more 
pitches. Removal of existing boundary fence and 
service road. Reinstatement (in new position) of 
boundary fence and service road. Levelling of playing 
area and preparation of three new wickets. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Alnmouth and 
Lesbury Cricket 
Club 

 
£1,000 
 
APPROVED 
2008/09 
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Lindisfarne Lime Kilns: Topographic Survey, Review 
of Historical Sources and Aerial Records 
1. To undertake a topographic survey of the path 

leading to the lime kilns at Castle Point on Holy 
Island.  The primary purpose will be to document 
the complex of industrial remains relating to lime 
production – the kilns, the tramways, access 
routes, debris dumps, water-side works and other 
constructions.   

2. To review the historical sources for the lime kilns 
and a search for primary documentation relating 
to the construction and operation of the site in 
Scottish archives.  

3. Assessment of aerial photographic records, and 
any additional significant archaeological remains 
noted.  

 

 
National Trust 

 
£3,750 
 
APPROVED 
2008/09 

 
Public Display Panels 
Three notice boards adjacent to the archaeological 
excavations at Bamburgh Castle. One per each of the 
two trenches and an introductory board adjacent 
outside the Castle. The boards will inform visitors to 
the site about the excavation and the history of the 
site. They will also provide information about the 
process of archaeology. 
 

 
Bamburgh 
Research Panels 

 
£1,658.32 
 
APPROVED 
2008/09 

 
Sustainable Food and Farming Project 
1. A program of talks in mainstream and special 

needs schools by Country Trust staff and farmers. 
The talks will outline how food is produced, 
focusing on local food which is produced and 
marketed within the AONB or in its immediate 
hinterland.  

2. The second element of the project would involve 
arranging and delivering visits to real working 
farms, some of which have diversified and are 
processing and selling produce direct to the 
public.   

3. The third part of the proposed scheme will involve 
food preparation and cooking. The children will 
learn the names and history of local dishes, and 
how they utilize locally produced ingredients.  
The food sessions will be led by experienced chefs 
Richard Sim and/or Livvy Cawthorn, and will take 
place on farm if appropriate facilities are 
available, or in school if more suitable.   

 
 
 
 

 
The Country Trust 
 

 
£3,480 
 
APPROVED 
2008/09 
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Cycling Northumberland 
Revise and reprint the “Northumbria’s Cycling 
Kingdom” map and guide.  The revision will update 
the route alignment of the National Cycle Network, 
signpost shorter trails, and update tourist 
information.  The map will be produced in time for 
the national Outdoor Show, and will be distributed 
through TICs, various private and public sector outlets 
and websites. 
 

 
Northumberland 
County Council 

 
£3,000 
 
APPROVED 
2008/09 

 
Warkworth First School Survey 
Completion of a survey to identify a suitable low 
energy heating system for the school to prepare for 
an application for a Low Carbon Buildings Grant Phase 
2. 
 

 
Warkworth C of E 
(Voluntary Aided) 
First School 

 
£500 
 
APPROVED 
2008/09 

 
Forest Schools 
Support for the Forest Schools project based at Howick.   

 Supporting Holy Trinity First School in Berwick with 
visits to Howick; 

 Developing the skills and confidence of Warkworth 
First School children (who have visited the forest 
school) by working with them in their own school 
grounds; 

 Providing additional resources to support the forest 
school; 

 Providing training to increase the number of Forest 
School leaders available to work within the AONB. 

 

 
Outdoor Learning 
in Northumberland 
Ltd  

 
£2,500 
 
APPROVED 
2008/09 

2009/10   

 
Living the Tradition 
The project aims to promote, celebrate and pass on 
the traditional music of Northumberland, and to make 
tunes that originate in the AONB coastal area 
accessible to a wider audience. It will provide the 
opportunity for people of all ages and abilities to hear 
music, join in playing, and begin to learn a valuable 
regional repertoire. 
 
This stage of the project will consist of a series of 
music workshops and related concerts in up to four 
centres in the AONB, and is aimed at local residents 
and visitors, including families. It is envisaged that 
this first stage will take place within 2009, but that it 
will be further developed and enhanced in future 
years. 
 
 
 

 
Northumbrian 
Smallpipes and 
Fiddle 

 
£2,850 
 
APPROVED 
2009/10 
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Sustainable Food Project 
Continuation of 2008 project 
 

 
The Country Trust 

 
£9.225 
 
APPROVED 
2009/10 
 

 
Fruit and Nuts for Alnwick District  
To create community orchards planted with fruit and 
nut trees with the aim that local people would get 
access to locally grown products in season and be 
involved in the growing and nurturing of the trees 
and the projects!  
 

 
Alnwick Area 
Friends of the 
Earth 

 
£3,493 
 
APPROVED 
2009/10 

 
Seahouses Festival 
A range of festival connected events that focus on the 
natural environment of our area – the North 
Northumberland coastline – its wildlife, landscape and 
maritime heritage.  Events to take place at, or in 
conjunction with, Seahouses Festival, during the 
weekend of 19th to 21st June 2009 
Programme will include: 

 Environmental Film Festival  

 Stage performances and other events powered by 
Renewable Energy. 

 Large-scale seascape painting project  

 Exhibition of coastal landscape art by local artists. 

 Series of Workshops  
 

 
North Sunderland 
and Seahouses 
Development Trust 

 
£2,500 
 
APPROVED 
2009/10 

 
Berwick Anaerobic Digestor 
Define the scope of the project and produce a 
research plan.  Liaising with the Berwick Community 
Trust, local businesses and the local residential 
community: undertake surveys, collate, process and 
present information obtained. This phase of the 
project is aimed at assessing the levels of interest, 
support and food waste potential within the various 
communities involved in the area; it is not a 
technical appraisal. 
 

 
Berwick CoRE 

 
£3,000 
 
APPROVED 
2009/10 

 
Farmland Bird Initiative 
Continuation of 2008 project 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RSPB 

 
£6,750 
 
APPROVED 
2009/10 
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Craster Local History Project 
The project seeks to involve members of Craster’s 
community in: 
1. Researching aspects of Craster’s history. 
2. Providing opportunities for them to share their 

research with the rest of the community. 
3. Increasing community awareness of Craster’s 

heritage. 
4. Securing the evidence of Craster’s history by 

making electronic copies of photographs and 
documents and publishing them on the CLHG’s 
pages on the village website - 
www.crastervillage.org  

5. Support sustainable tourism in the area by 
encouraging visitors to leave their cars in the car 
park to explore the area on foot supported by 
‘Local History Walks’ produced by the group. 

6. Provide an IT resource that is available to the 
other groups that use the Craster Memorial Hall, 
such as the WI, Craster Parish Council, Craster 
Community Development Trust, the Leek Club, 
Craster Art Club and the Craster Art Class 
organised by the WEA. 

 

 
Craster Local 
History Group 

 
£1,200 
 
APPROVED 
2009/10 

 
Northumberland Coast AONB Highlights – Pilot Project 
The project plans to use a WATBus minibus and 
specialised cyclist trailer to encourage residents of SE 
Northumberland especially voluntary and community 
groups; families and individuals; into the heart of 
Northumberland AONB for cycling pursuits, in a 
sustainable and environmentally friendly way, 
benefiting the local community at an affordable 
price. 
 

 
WATBus 

 
£300 
 
APPROVED 
2009/10 
 

 
Identify high tide roosts and feeding areas of waders 
and waterfowl on the N. Northumberland coast 
This project will identify areas of importance for 
roosting at high tides and any disturbance factors that 
may affect these sites thus providing a greater level 
of environmental protection.  It will also identify land 
use that is particularly important for feeding waders 
and waterfowl at high tide and this can be fed into 
the agri-environment schemes.  This may secure 
further grant aid for farmers and landowners and 
provide an increase in income into the rural economy 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Farming and 
Wildlife Advisory 
Group 

 
£1,680 
 
APPROVED 
2009/10 

http://www.crastervillage.org/
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A Whole Day of Heritage 
The Project aims to promote and increase 
participation to the heritage and history of the AONB 
through whole days of activities. Each day would 
include outdoor play activities at particular locations 
of heritage interest and further heritage activities at 
the Bailiffgate Museum including a sleepover.  
 

 
Alnwick Cultural 
Management Group 

 
£1,700 
 
APPROVED 
2009/10 

 
Low Carbon Berwick  
Berwick will move towards becoming a low carbon 
community by deploying a range of renewable 
technologies (funded by LCCC) and through the 
development and implementation of a Low Carbon 
Strategy for the town. This project will seek to 
support the transition to a low carbon future by 
employing a part time Project Officer (over three 
days per week) to support initiatives, with partner 
organisations; housing associations and private owners 
of social housing stock, across a number of 
complimentary topic areas. 
 

 
Berwick Community 
Trust 

 
£7,500 
 
APPROVED 
2009/10 

 
North Sunderland and Seahouses Sports Centre - 
Solar Panels 

The project will redesign the building to change its 

focus by providing: 

 A multi-purpose training area for use by young 

people, older people, migrant workers and adults 

with learning difficulties. 

 Office and training resources for local businesses 

and development trust projects that support 

businesses. 

 New catering facilities suitable for social and micro-

enterprises. 

 Solar PV panels for electricity micro-generation. 

 Energy efficiency measures including low energy 

lighting, improved insulation, automated sensors for 

heating/lighting. 

 A fully accessible building and facilities. 
 

 
NSSDT 

 
£2,553 
 
APPROVED 
2009/10 

 
Seahouses Laundry 
To upgrade outbuildings to rear of 62/64 Main Street 
to provide a business unit for rent. The refurbished 
unit will then be occupied by a laundry operated by a 
new wholly owned trading subsidiary of the Trust, 
Seahouses Community Ventures.   
 
 
 

 
NSSDT 

 
£1,275 
 
APPROVED 
2009/10 
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Cawledge Viaduct 
The Aln Valley Railway Project seeks to re-open the 
Alnmouth to Alnwick railway line, to create a 
cycleway running alongside and develop the whole of 
the railway corridor as a nature resource.  The 
bringing of the Cawledge Viaduct, which is the major 
civil engineering feature of the line (Robert 
Stephenson, 1850) into a good state of repair is 
essential to the project.  This application is for 
funding to have Messrs Aecom (/Faber Maunsell – look 
at Aecom.com) of Newcastle, who are specialist civil 
consultants, carry out a full survey of the bridge and 
make recommendations for its future care.  The 
report will be used as the basis for fund-raising for 
the repair work needed.   
 

 
Aln Valley Railway 
Trust 

 
£1,125 
 
APPROVED 
2009/10 

2010/11   

 
Northumberland Coast AONB Highlights 
The project plans to use a WATBus minibus and 
specialised cyclist trailer to encourage residents of SE 
Northumberland especially voluntary and community 
groups; families and individuals; into the heart of 
Northumberland AONB for cycling pursuits, in a 
sustainable and environmentally friendly way, 
benefiting the local community at an affordable 
price. 
 

 
WATBus 

 
£10,000 
 
APPROVED 
2010/11 

 
Grass Roots 
This stage of the project will focus on urgent 
improvement works to key whin grassland sites within 
the AONB.  
 

 
Northumberland 
Wildlife Trust 

 
£8,000 
 
APPROVED 
2010/11 

 
Living the Tradition – Keeping it Live! 
Following on from the successful 2009 Living the 
Tradition project, this product will aim to produce 
and print a volume of about 50 tunes, originating or 
linked to the area, which are not currently available 
in print.  Each tune will have a short narrative 
explanation, describing its source and giving 
background historical information.  Linked to the 
launch of the book will be four teaching workshops 
where musicians can learn and explore not just the 
tunes, but the playing style appropriate to them and 
four concerts open to the public to share the 
repertoire with players, visitors and local 
communities.   
 
 
 

 
Northumbrian 
Smallpipes and 
Fiddles 

 
£2,875 
 
APPROVED 
2010/11 
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Wild Northumberland 
Organise and run a small pilot event in April 2010, as 
a pre-cursor to a second main event in March 2011, 
which will become an annual sea kayak event that 
showcases the Northumberland AONB and South 
Berwick coast as a viable sea kayaking venue for 
intermediate sea kayakers from all over Britain and 
further a field.  
 
Create a downloadable file (pdf) for visiting sea 
kayakers to this special area covering both a ‘code of 
conduct’ regarding wildlife viewing specific to 
kayaking and access and egress information to 
prevent any inadvertent damage or negative impact 
to the environment and local area. 
 

 
Active4Seasons 

 
£750 
 
APPROVED 
2010/11 

 
Spittal Seaside Festival  
Spittal Seaside Festival is an event that celebrates the 
attributes of the local seaside and the coast of North 
Northumberland.  The Festival is held over two days 
and will comprise of street entertainers, displays, 
Continental market, beach activities, food outlets, 
fun fair and a live music venue.  The Festival is free 
to all visitors 
 

 
Spittal 
Improvement Trust 

 
£1,500 
 
APPROVED 
2010/11 

 
Farmland Bird Initiative 
Continuation of project in 2009 

 
RSPB 

 
£5,000 
 
APPROVED 
2010/11 
 

2011/12   

 
Big Sea Survey 
Continuation of project in 2010 
 

 
Durham Heritage 
Coast Partnership 

 
£1,221 

 
Beach Schools 
Training programme for adults in Beach Schools and 
Environmental Management, leading to Open college 
Network Level 3 award.  There will be 6 courses; half 
will be of 2 days duration and the other half of 3 days 
duration.  Supporting each of these courses there will 
be a further 4 days of continual professional 
development, (CPD) workshops which will assist 
candidates to complete their portfolios.   These days 
will also offer schools the chance to send children  
along to the beach to be supervised and led by our 
current qualified practitioners whilst candidates gain 
experience working with children on site.   
 

 
Outdoor Learning  
in Northumberland 

 
£6,145 
 
APPROVED 
2011/12 
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CPD days will include working around a fire and 
cooking, building shelters, drumming singing and 
drama, activities on the beach and an insight into 
water based activities and safety.  Local landowners 
will be encouraged to present their points of view to 
the groups on beach use and impact, as part of the 
course 
 

 
Willow Weaving Workshops  
The group offer beginner basketry courses to residents 
in the area comprising of three whole days or 10 
evenings which could be repeated over the course of 
the year running alongside a self help group.  The  
grant is used to purchase tools for 12 people, pay a 
local teacher for instruction, purchase locally grown 
willow, hire the Watson Memorial hall for beginner 
classes and to subsidise hall hire for the subsequent  
self help group. 
 

 
Lucker and 
Bamburgh Willow 
Weaving Group 
 

 
£1,589 
 
APPROVED 
2011/12 

 
Roving Eco-Space 
A caravan will be converted into a flexible eco space 
which can be used as a classroom, workshop space or 
meeting place involving young volunteers and once 
completed in March a programme of subsidised 
workshops including a demonstration, a film and a 
related activity will be offered to local schools and 
community organisations both at their venue and near 
the beach, woods or other natural space 
 

 
Ellie Noble 

 
£1,965 
 
APPROVED 
2011/12 

 
Piri-Piri Burr Study 
The aim will be to survey all suitable habitat where 
piri-piri bur is known to occur and neighbouring 
habitats.  The survey will also take in sites that are 
visited by large numbers of people, as there is strong 
correlation between visitors to Lindisfarne and their 
next port of call.  The SDF grant money will be used to 
carry out the botanical survey through the sand dunes 
of the Northumberland Coast AONB, to provide a 
distribution map (using GIS?) and continue on-going 
chemical trials to help with the eradication of the 
plant. 
 
 

 
George Dodds & Co 

 
£4,000 
 
APPROVED 
2011/12 
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Bamburgh Heritage Trust 
The Project will develop the fund raising and project 
management skills of The Bamburgh Heritage Trust by 
means of workshops tailored around the completion of 
an HLF “Your Heritage” grant application.  
The advisor is an expert in this field and will run five 
workshops (2-3 hours, day or evening to suit attendees) 
with themes of: 
(a) Clarifying project aims and objectives and 
identifying details of project activities. 
(b) Writing a detailed project plan – including the 
achievement of the project’s learning, conservation 
and participation aims. 
(c) Developing a project cost plan – getting quotes, 
funding strategies 
(d) Managing the project: 

 Getting the right advice 

 Commissioning professionals and contracts 

 Project management skills 

 Meeting funders requirements for claims 

  and monitoring 

(e) Review and sign-off the HLF application 

 

 
Bamburgh Heritage 
Trust 

 
£1,950 
 
APPROVED 
2011/12 

2012/13   

 
Local Sites  
Local Sites are a non-statutory designation that covers 
wildlife habitat considered to be of regional or local 
wildlife importance. They are assessed against 
scientific criteria (agreed by a county wide Local Sites 
Group) following site survey.  The Local Sites 
Partnership is currently undertaking a review of sites 
following the revision and updating of the selection 
criteria. Of particular interest to the AONB are the 
surviving areas of grassland, usually associated with 
the Whin Sill, and coastal habitat that are not 
included in the SSSI series. NWT will be undertaking 
these baseline surveys using the time of one of our 
Conservation Officers but some sites require a higher 
level of expertise to allow them to be adequately 
assessed.  The specialised nature of these habitats 
requires that a more expert form of survey will be 
required in order to properly inform the designation 
process, especially where sites may otherwise be 
considered marginal. This would require consultant 
ecologists with site or species expertise. Doubling 
these up as training sessions also means that the 
expertise is passed on - a process that has a proven 
track record in the local area. 
 
 

 
Northumberland 
Wildlife Trust 

 
£1,000 
 
APPROVED 
2012/13 
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Warkworth Forest School 
Warkworth First School has been involved with Forest 
Schools for five years with every child in the school 
having at least three visits per year to sites at Howick 
and Blagdon.  The school have been given permission 
to develop the site by a local farmer and want to 
develop it for use as a Forest School.  This involves 
assessing the risks, setting up the site; including 
constructing a fire pit and ensuring the children 
continue to visit Forest schools in the future.  The 
funding will be used for safety and cooking 
equipment, tools, storage, clothing and resources for 
activities. 
 

 
Warkworth CofE 
(VA) First School 

 
£1,150 
 
APPROVED 
2012/13 

 
Belford Hidden History 
We will create a permanent heritage centre in an 
under- used historic building which will be linked to a 
village Heritage Trail, both celebrating our 
historically important and diverse area. 
The centre will house an exhibition we call 'Hidden 
History' because much of the display does not feature 
in history books. The centre will be in two parts, one 
constant, the other concentrating on different annual 
themes e.g. agriculture, the war years, industry. 
These themes will give a reason for repeat visits and 
maintain enthusiasm.  The centre will include 
interactive computer displays to enable visitors to 
access additional information and hear recordings of 
villagers' stories.  We will provide assisted/guided 
tours and genealogical support at designated times. 
Also, using three books published by the Local History 
Society and an existing trail leaflet we will create a 
new trail with key points highlighted using 
information boards and QR codes to encourage 
younger mobile phone users.  
 

 
Belford Community 
Group 

 
£5,000 
 
APPROVED 
2012/13 

 
Holy Island Lifeboat Museum  
In 2008/09 the Trust took ownership of the Lifeboat 
House and undertook a range of feasibility and design 
studies. This work led to planning permission being 
secured to convert the Lifeboat House into a small 
museum. The plans allow for a basic refurbishment of 
the existing building to enable it to house information 
panels and artefacts. This would include overhauling 
the roof structure, repairing external stonework, 
adding a new floor, doors and windows.  The new 
museum would be one of the key sites around which 
the work of the wider Peregrini Lindisfarne scheme 
will revolve.  The grant would pay for the professional 
fees to finalise the project delivery plan and provide 
costs to finalise funding from Heritage Lottery Fund. 

 
Holy Island of 
Lindisfarne 
Community DT 

 
£1,500 
 
APPROVED 
2012/13 
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1. Architect’s fees to update plans and complete 

conditions of planning permission. 
2. Quantity surveyors’ fees to provide an accurate 

cost estimate. 
3. Ecological survey and protected species 

assessment. 
4. Specialist inspection of stonework and initial 

preparatory work. 
5. Other contractors to meet building regulations and 

control rules. 
 

 
Mouth of the Tweed 

“Mouth of the Tweed” is an initiative supported by 
Cittaslow Berwick-upon-Tweed and a network of more 
than 40 businesses and community groups located 
close to the mouth of the River Tweed at Berwick.   

The aim is to strengthen the economy and the 
cultural identity of the communities of Berwick-upon-
Tweed and to raise Berwick’s profile as an attractive 
place to live in and a distinctive visitor destination by 
developing and promoting the area’s rich heritage of 
producing and processing food, today and in the past. 

The initiative will involve local businesses and people 
of all ages in conserving, developing and promoting 
the food heritage and the offer of locally-sourced 
produce. 

A series of “food explorer” trails will be created to 
help visitors and local people discover, taste and 
learn about the food and drink produced in the area 
close to the mouth of the River Tweed. The trails will 
include suggestions for “food exploring” on foot, by 
bicycle and public transport. 

Other project activities will include interpreting the 
stories of buildings and sites associated with 
Berwick’s food heritage such as herring fishing, 
salmon netting and grain production and processing, 
identifying local produce in shops and catering 
establishments, encouraging networking between 
local businesses and establishing a Mouth of the 
Tweed Festival as part of the town’s annual events 
calendar. 
 

 
Cittaslow Berwick 
upon Tweed 

 
£2,500 
APPROVED  
2012/13 

 
Howick Book  
A book of 160 pages A4, with 8 colour pages has been 
produced by bringing together articles about Howick 
from the Parish Magazine from 2008 – 2012 
 

 
Howick Heritage 
Group 

 
£1,000 
APPROVED 
2012/13 
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2013/14   

 
Accessing Aidan 
‘Accessing Aidan’ is a two phased project, the first 
part of which is making the crypt to St.Aidans 
accessible with the intention of creating a 
community space – this includes improving the 
physical access to the crypt as well as getting 
electricity this part of the church. The second phase 
will be the development of the community space 
with information displays and furnishing that will 
enable the crypt to be used for education, events 
and as a place to explore the remarkable history of 
Bamburgh. 
 
St.Aidan’s Parish Church is looking to the SDF to help 
support the first phase of ‘Accessing Aidan’ by 
making the access to the crypt DDA complaint 
 

 
Bamburgh PCC 
 
www.bamburgh.or
g.uk 
 

 
£2,000 
 
APPROVED 
2013/14 

 
Tales of the Forgotten North 
In the Tales of the Forgotten North Project (TOFN) 
we want to make both an imaginative and physical 
journey through the protected landscapes of 
Northumberland and the North Pennines that will 
give voice to the land through a series of stories. 
These stories will be inspired by places of significant 
archaeological interest and created together with 
local communities  
 
The activity will have three main parts: 
1. Working with local communities and 

archaeologists to create nine stories from nine 
sites of archaeological interest in the region. 
These nine sites will form a continuum between 
Holy Island in North Northumberland and Long 
Meg in East Cumbria. 

2. Performing these stories both in centres of 
population but also as a part of a journey by foot 
and by bicycle to venues local to the populations 
that helped create them. The journey itself will 
both connect participants to the land and play a 
part in the performances.  

3. Documenting the whole process with photography 
and sound recording that can be accessed via the 
ABC website. 

 
The route of TOFN is inspired by St Cuthbert's 
journey which puts the Holy Island and the 
Northumberland Coast AONB at the of heart of this 
project, coupled with the anniversary of the 
Lindisfarne Gospels 2013 it promises to be an 
exciting and inspirational time for Holy Island and 
TOFN is a way for all the community to celebrate 

 
A Bit of Crack 
(ABC) Storytelling  
 
www.abitcrack.co
m 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
£3,000 
 
APPROVED 
2013/14 
 

http://www.bamburgh.org.uk/
http://www.bamburgh.org.uk/
http://www.abitcrack.com/
http://www.abitcrack.com/
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the Island's unique history. This story telling 
pilgrimage across the AONB and National Park is a 
fitting and innovative way of interpreting the 
landscape, archaeology and the culture of the 
region. 
 
The archaeological sites chosen have resonance for 
the local communities. By engaging the communities 
in story-making around these sites, we will both 
offer them creative skills as well as an opportunity 
to deepen their understanding and connection with 
the land. The sites vary from Neolithic rock art of 
3500BC to 14th Century Reiver Castles. 
 
The stories we will create will be fictional stories 
based on the factual archaeology. We will thus be 
creating nine original stories of forgotten events and 
places in the histories of Northumberland and the 
North Pennines. As a result of this we will leave a 
legacy for our partner organisations of stories that 
will be available both in a written and oral form 
from which they can develop further original 
interpretation of their sites.  
 
During the performances two stories will be told for 
each site. The fictional story outlined above will be 
accompanied by the archaeologist’s account of 
discovery. One of the artistic aims will be the 
weaving of these two narratives together to make a 
stimulating and entertaining performance with a 
large scope for creative development. 
Another artistic development of this project is the 
journey which will take us from Holy Island to Long 
Meg, along the route we will tell both the nine 
stories created in the Tales from the Forgotten 
North project and stories from the Talking Bones 
project. The journey will be divided into four 
phases, each of which will have a different nature 
depending on the terrain and the distance between 
the project sites. The process of walking or in some 
cases cycling will bring the stories closer to the 
ground from which they have come. Those taking 
part in the journeys will share experiences and have 
an input into the final performances. 
 
We will travel from one site to the next, telling the 
stories both in community venues as well as open air 
sites. We will sleep out en route, either camping or 
staying in village halls etc. 
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The SDF money will help support the work proposed 
in the Holy Island area, the beginning of the 
pilgrimage – for example for booking venues, 
storyteller/facilitator working with the school for 3 
days, workshops, meetings and admin, subsistence, 
publicity, travel, media and performance including 
musicians and poets. 
 

 
Craster Memorial Hall  
We are in process of a major refurbishment of our 
village Hall to meet today’s community needs. Both 
our architect and our contractor have advised that 
the roof requires a total reconditioning to protect 
the fabric of the Hall. This will entail re-felting, new 
battens, re-slating and re-leading. We shall take the 
opportunity to improve insulation at the same time. 
 
The SDF money will be used to improve the 
insulation.  
 

 
Craster 
Community Trust 
 
www.crastercomm
unity.org.uk 
 

 
£1,200 
 
APPROVED 
2013/14 
 

 
Mandell’s Coffee Pot, Embleton  
To continue to develop the Parish Church Room as a 
Coffee Shop, community and visitor centre from the 
experience gained in 2012. 
 
The initiative was started as an experimental 
retirement project.  The idea stemmed from 
initiatives over the previous two ears aimed at 
stimulating interest, ideas and the wishes of the 
community for the use of the Parish Church Room.   
 
The initial plan was to open each weekday during 
the school summer holidays.  By September, there 
was sufficient help to open each day until October.  
From October to Christmas, it was open on Monday 
mornings continuing this timetable for January and 
February 2013.  It will open for February week of 
half term and the period of the Easter Holidays 2013 
and onwards.    
 
The SDF money will be used to replace and widen 
the access path 
 

 
Parish Church 
Room Committee 

 
£1,000 
 
APPROVED  
2013/14 
 

 
Amble Puffin Festival  
Amble Town Team secured funding through the 
Government’s Mary Portas Scheme, voting to support 
events and Try Amble 1st Campaign. Planning the 
first event centred on promoting natural heritage 
and looking for something unique to the locality and 
came up with a Puffin Festival.  

 
Amble Action 
Group 
 
www.amblepuffinf
est.co.uk 
 

 
£2,000 
 
APPROVED  
2013/14 
 

http://www.crastercommunity.org.uk/
http://www.crastercommunity.org.uk/
http://www.amblepuffinfest.co.uk/
http://www.amblepuffinfest.co.uk/
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A steering group has been set up to co-ordinate the 
event, which includes representatives of the RSPB 
and NWT, who are fully supportive of the event.  The 
event will run for two weeks from 18th May – 1st June 
this year. 
 
Events within the two week programme will include 
guided walks, bird watching, environmental 
activities, recycling workshops, pond dipping, sand 
sculpting, photo exhibitions and displays and 
creating a junk sculpture. This is a short list of 
proposed events, which are all designed to  
a) Promote the local area 
b) Increase tourism 
c) Assist local business sustainability 
d) Promote and increase knowledge of our natural 
culture, heritage and wildlife focussed on 
sustainable tourism 
 
SDF funding will contribute to the following: 

 External Hard Disk Drive – to create DVD’s from 
film footage of bird life on Coquet Island 

 Guided Walks 

 Publicity Banners 

 Wicker Workshops and Chainsaw sculpting 

 Junk Sculpture from litter picking 

 Sand Sculpting 

 Conservation and environmental workshops 

 

 
Lowick Community Beekeepers  
Lowick in Bloom hopes to purchase a bee hive 
‘starter pack’, three bee keeping suits and bees. 
Members of the local community will be offered the 
opportunity to work with the hive and learn about 
bee keeping from a local bee keeper, Philip Greene. 
The hive will be sited at Hunting Hall farm, near 
Lowick Community Orchard, so that bees can 
pollinate the fruit and visit the wild flowers sown 
between the trees. Philip has kindly agreed to keep 
his own hive on the site, so that both hives can be 
used for demonstration purposes.  
 
The project will be promoted in local newsletters. 
The group hopes that people of all ages will come 
along to sessions at the hive and be inspired to keep 
their own bees. Any honey produced will be shared 
between those who have helped look after the hive 
and surplus honey will be sold to raise funds to 
extend the community bee hive project. The hive 
will be included in Hunting Hall Farm’s education 
programme – so many children will learn about the 

 
Lowick in Bloom  
 
http://www.lowic
kcommunityorchar
d.org 
 

 
£428 
 
APPROVED 
2013/14 

http://www.lowickcommunityorchard.org/
http://www.lowickcommunityorchard.org/
http://www.lowickcommunityorchard.org/
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importance of bees in the environment and the food 
chain. Members of the local community and visiting 
school children will benefit from the project, and it 
will enhance the environment.  
 
The project aims are:  

 To promote bee keeping to the local community  

 To encourage community involvement of all 
ages  

 To look after the local environment, enhancing 
local flora with bee pollination  

 To help protect the honey bee  

 To teach traditional skills  

 To teach the important role of the honey bee in 
the environment to all, especially school 
children  

 To promote local food production  

 To enhance the Community Orchard project and 
maintain and extend interest in the area.  

 

 
Berwick Film & Media Arts Festival 2013: North by 
Northeast – The Last Frontier exhibition 
Berwick Film & Media Arts Festival this year 
celebrates the town’s Nordic heritage, and by 
looking to Northern Europe, we explore our 
historical and cultural links to those around the 
North Sea rim, and to a more environmentally 
sustainable way of living. Landscapes, seascapes, 
and the preserving of the natural environment will 
be a large part of our programme for this year. That 
theme will be played out across a number of 
Berwick’s heritage sites, as we unlock the doors to 
Berwick’s past, highlighting and transforming old 
locations through contemporary art. 
 
Through two connected and key projects – both 
part-funded already – we hope to be able to shine a 
light on and engage audiences and young people in 
Berwick’s unique architecture. 
 
They will use SDF grant money towards exhibition and 
workshop costs, including artists and facilitators’ fees, 
projector hire and equipment costs, technical support, 
venue hire and workshop materials. 
 

 
Berwick Film & 
Media Arts Festival 
Ltd 
 
http://www.malti
ngsberwick.co.uk 
 
 
 

 
£3,000 
 
APPROVED 
2013/14 

 
Circular Cycle Route Products  

 
The Cycle PaD and Northumberland Tourism are 
working in partnership along with other partners and 
stakeholders (NC AONB being one) to provide an 

 
The Cycle PaD 
 
www.cyclepad.org
.uk  

 
£3,000 
 
APPROVED 
2013/14 

http://www.maltingsberwick.co.uk/
http://www.maltingsberwick.co.uk/
http://www.cyclepad.org.uk/
http://www.cyclepad.org.uk/
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overall strategy for the future of cycle tourism in the 
county. One of the outputs of this is to further the 
development of www.cyclepad.org.uk to encompass 
the range of offer and services for cycling on the 
Northumberland Coast. 
 
With a start-up fund to create the website platform 
provided by SDF in the NNPA, Cycle PaD is applying 
for this SDF to take the site to the next phase by 
expanding its coverage of cycling information and 
services to the Northumberland Coastal area. The 
new phase will build on the success of the Cycle PaD 
site by adding further functionality for cycle routes, 
and linking up local services on route. The core 
output from this funding application will be three 
family focussed circular cycle routes in and around 
the coast that will be formatted in a way that will 
allow future route development in the AONB area and 
beyond. 
 
The routes will be developed in such a way as to 
allow them to be downloaded as PDFs, and accessible 
as gpx files which allow use with digital mapping 
applications, gps units and smart phones.  Hard copies 
can be made available, potentially on waterproof 
paper. An Ordnance Survey publishing license will be 
applied to allow the routes to be retailed, by both 
Cycle PaD and third parties.  
 

 
Bamburgh Beach Wreck  
 
This project, to be conducted by a team of maritime 
archaeologists from MAST, and suitably trained 
volunteers, is to investigate the wreck, a likely late 
18th, early 19th century wooden sailing vessel, found 
in the intertidal zone just south of Bamburgh Castle 
to establish its build, use, circumstances of loss and 
date.  
 
Due to the nature of the site and its archaeological 
importance, MAST is planning a staged approach in 
order to assess first its date and potentially its 
origin. To that end MAST will be taking 
dendrochronological samples in September. It is 
hoped these will date the site and potentially show 
the origin of the timber. This should help in its 
identification. Currently there are about 10 
contenders. MAST will also carry out a digital survey 
of the remains.  
 
 
 
 

 
Maritime 
Archaeology Sea 
Trust (MAST) 
 
http://www.thisis
mast.org/bamburg
h-castle-beach-
wreck.html 
 

 
£2,200 
 
APPROVED 
2013/14 

http://www.cyclepad.org.uk/
http://www.thisismast.org/bamburgh-castle-beach-wreck.html
http://www.thisismast.org/bamburgh-castle-beach-wreck.html
http://www.thisismast.org/bamburgh-castle-beach-wreck.html
http://www.thisismast.org/bamburgh-castle-beach-wreck.html
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Bamburgh Pavilion Roof Re-felting 
 
After 30 years and several repairs, the Pavilion or 
village hall, requires re-felting as there are several 
leaks which are destroying the wooden floor. 
 

 
Bamburgh Pavilion 
Association  
 

 
£1,000 
 
APPROVED 
2013/14 

 
The Sandstone Way 
 
Cycling is strength in the North East’s protected 
landscapes but there is still a lot of development 
needed to make the area a ‘must visit’ location for 
cyclists of all abilities. This project looks at the 
development of a new 100 mile route, The Sandstone 
Way.  The Sandstone Way is primarily aimed at 
mountain bikers; as such, as much of the route as 
possible is off-road and will appeal to all abilities. By 
design, the route and infrastructure will benefit 
cycle-friendly accommodation providers, attractions, 
operators and cafes/tea rooms.   
 

 
Northumberland 
National Park 
Authority 
 
 

 
£2,500 
 
APPOVED 
2013/14 
 

2014/15   

 
Discover the Coquet Estuary and AONB coastline 
The aim is to provide for visitors to the AONB wishing 
to explore the coast by kayak.  There are a number 
of strands to this: 
 

 Those wanting an introductory session with an 

instructor: this would usually take place in the 

Coquet Estuary, and include elements of basic 

safety, information about best environmental 

practice for kayakers, and a guide to the special 

features of the AONB. 

 Further training on the AONB coast, with BCU 

Level 5 Sea Coach, for those who wish to be 

more adventurous. 

 Safety training for people with their own kayaks 

or those who plan to hire boats, to make them 

aware of hazards and how to deal with 

problems.   With the advent of the sit-on top 

kayak, many people buy these boats and just go 

out to sea on them.  There have been several 

incidents when this has led to RNLI involvement. 

 
 
 
 

 
Coquet Shorebase 
Trust 

 
£1,500 
 
APPROVED 
2014/15 
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This would include advice on the best places to go on 
the AONB, and environmental good practice (which 
we would post on our webpage). 
 
As part of the project, members of the Coquet Canoe 
Club would be trained to help deliver these sessions 
as volunteers, although each session would, of 
course, be in charge of a qualified BCU Coach. 
 
Purchase of suitable craft: ie Sit-on-top sea kayaks. 

 

 
Village Voices 
Village Voices is a community choir which gives 
concerts for local organisations and charities to help 
with fundraising. We meet to practice every 
Thursday in Seahouses Methodist Church. 
 
To buy a portable electronic piano to continue to 
give concerts in village halls, churches and other 
community buildings throughout the area. 

 

 
Seahouses Choir  
 
 
 

 
£750 
 
APPROVED 
2014/15 

 
Tin Church Community Project 
 
We will put on community events with the purpose 
of involving local people and visitors in the natural 
and cultural heritage of Newton by the Sea and 
wider AONB: These events will be focused on 
lectures and activities based at St Mary’s Church on 
astronomy and Dark Skies, local history, natural 
history and the landscape. The small church is 
ideally situated between High and Low Newton for 
events catering for up to 40 people. It is already 
used by the Parish Council for meetings as well as 
normal church purposes and fund-raising events. 
 
The funds sought are for projection equipment 
necessary for presentations and equipment for 
providing refreshments, and a small telescope for 
staging Dark Skies events. One large telescope will 
be contributed to the project, but we seek funds for 
a smaller, more versatile telescope that would 
enable a greater number of people could participate 
in Dark Skies events. We would also require a 
projector to support presentations, but a laptop to 
run the projector will be contributed.  Details of 
equipment for funding:- Telescope: Celestron 
NexStar and power pack; Projector Epson EB-X24 
(3500 lumens); screen; Refreshment urn 
 
 
 

 
Newton by the Sea 
Parish Council  
 

 
£1,000 
 
APPROVED 
2014/15 
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Coastal Crayfish  
 
Our Local Sites Project would like to complete an 
assessment of white-clawed crayfish WCC 
(Austropotambolius pallipes) in the coastal burns 
around Ancroft. 
 
This is a protected species under UK (Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981 (as amended)) and European 
(Habitats Directive 1992; transposed into UK law in 
Conservation Regulations 2010) legislation, and are a 
Biodiversity Action Plan target species considered 
key for the designation of Local Wildlife Sites.  
 
The funding would allow surveys using standard 
methods between July and Sept, the peak of 
activity, with a view to designating as Local Wildlife 
Sites, along at least four of the following 
watercourses; Allerdene burn, Berrinton burn, Dean 
burn, Coal burn, Berry burn and North Lowe 
 
An intrinsic part of the project is to inform 
landowners and riparian users on white-clawed 
crayfish, and to pass on information about the 
species habitat and management needs, through at 
least 1 stakeholder engagement event.  
 
We would like to offer at least one education session 
at a local primary school looking at river 
environments including WCC.  
 
Recent confirmation of American signal crayfish on 
nearby watercourses has increased the threat to 
white-clawed crayfish and made a co-ordinated 
survey more imperative than previous casual 
recording.  
 
The SDF grant money will be used to pay for officer 
time to carry out surveys, train volunteers, carry out 
school visits, carry out a stakeholder engagement 
event, pay for food and a venue for the stakeholder 
event, pay for travel, officer time to produce press 
releases and publications and officer time to write 
up reports.  
 

 
Northumberland 
Wildlife Trust 

 
£2,000  
 
APPROVED  
2014/15 
 

 
Pure Northumbrian Organic Yarn  
 
We want to make an organic knitting yarn from 
sheep raised along the Northumbrian coastal area, 
thus promoting and developing a new sustainable 
local product.  Wool from the organic sheep flock of 
Hunting Hall Farm would be spun at an organically 

 
Hunting Hall Farm  

 
£500 
 
APPROVED  
2014/15 
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certified mill and sold through local retailers.  It 
would be marketed as Pure Northumbrian Organic 
Wool highlighting its country of origin and in 
recognition of the farmers along the Northumbrian 
coast who support this small sustainable business.  
Knitting patterns would be developed by local 
knitters and sold alongside the wool, thus involving 
older members  
 
The SDF grant money would be used: 

 to help us spin and process local fleece into an 
organic yarn 

 to set up a website to market the new product  

 to pay local knitters to create new patterns for 
our wool  

 

 
John Muir Award  
 
John Muir Award NE England Manager 
 
To contribute to a 1 year full time John Muir Award 
NE England Manager post. If successful, this role will 
be an addition to the UK-wide John Muir Award 
team. SDF grant money will enable a 1 day/week 
(average, as part of broader remit) local focus on 
NCAONB-related activity. 
 

 
John Muir Trust  

 
£3,000 
 
APPROVED 
2014/15 

 
Preserving Alnmouth’s Bettess Collection  
 
Housing and preservation of a recently donated 
collection of historic material compiled by a well-
known, published local historian: G Bettess, BA, M 
Litt (d.1994) and F Bettess, BEng, M Eng (d.2013)  
     
To provide a secure, custom built storage cabinet 
and associated (archival standard) packaging for 
documentary and other collection material  
 

 
Alnmouth Local 
History Group  
 
 

 
£150  
 
APPROVED 
2014/15 

2015/16   

 
Wilson’s Tales 
 
The Wilson’s Tales Project was established in February 
2013 to revive and reinterpret a large body of work 
first created by John Mackay Wilson, writer and editor 
of the “Berwick Advertiser” in the 1830s.  This is a 
collection of some tales, stories, history and ballads, 
principally of Berwick, the Borders of Scotland and 
North Northumberland.   
 
 

 
The Wilson’s Tales 
Project 

 
£1,000 
 
APPROVED 
2015/16 
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The Wilson’s Tales Project has a voluntary Advisory 
Board recruited for their skills, expertise and 
experience in key areas such as arts and events 
marketing, project management, administration and 
finance. It has no paid staff. It also has over 80 
members or “followers” of the project, some of whom 
volunteer their services to support events. It has one 
corporate sponsor; Simpson, McCreath, Prentice and is 
currently receiving funding from the Northern Angel 
Fund for Berwick, The Smail Family Fund and The 
Community Foundation’s Pen & Palette Fund. 
 
There are three parts to the SDF project:  

 A support worker/outsourcing support 

 Filming and recording material for future archive 
and for use at the proposed pop up/permanent 
museum /tours /talks etc.  

 Acquiring and commissioning display material, 
cabinets and interpretative support material for 
pop up and permanent displays 

 

 
Boulmer Village Hall 
 
We want to restore the Hall, which is at present in a 
very dilapidated condition. For Phase I, we want to 
reclad the exterior and include a thick layer of 
insulation material and to install an eco-friendly 
heating system (air-to-air). In Phase II, we want to 
display illustrated information about Boulmer’s 
history and wildlife both inside and outside the 
building. New furnishings and lighting will complete 
the project in Phase III. (We already have a working 
kitchen and toilet for the disabled). 
 
The grant will be used to fund Phase 1.  Phase I 
addresses the need to replace the cladding, which 
has become unsightly and dilapidated, and as there 
is currently no insulation, incorporate a thick 
insulating layer when fitting the new cladding. 
Wooden double-glazed windows, based on the 
original design, will replace the existing ones, and 
two new double-glazed doors will complete the 
secure hermetic seal for the building. 
 

 
Boulmer Memorial 
Hall 

 
£3,000 
 
APPROVED 
2015/16 

 
Ecological Research, Lindisfarne 
 
We intend to test the utility of aerial data acquisition 
from a UAV. However, again the main fiscal limitation 
is the visual image data processing time. 
 

 
Sarah Woods 

 
£800 
 
APPROVED 
2015/16 
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The need – 
1. to devise automated ways of discriminating 
between the three main vegetation taxa: two Zostera 
species and Enteromorpha spp. 
2. to automate an estimated percentage cover for 
each of these taxa in each image (which can then be 
related to calorific calibration curves already 
established to assess the quantity and quality of food 
available to herbivores) 
 
Potential idea – to develop and test algorithms within 
an image-recognition analysis framework using aerial 
images captured at different heights/image 
resolutions to meet the above needs. We propose 
working alongside image recognition software 
specialists, providing the images and identification 
expertise. Effectiveness of automated processes will 
be tested against results acquired using traditional 
visual analytical methods and ground-truthing, which 
we shall undertake.   
 

 
Peregrini Loan Boxes  
 
25% cash contribution towards the development and 
production of educational loan boxes to be used as a 
heritage teaching resource for the Peregrini 
Lindisfarne Landscape Partnership Scheme. At the end 
of the three year project the boxes will then transfer 
to the Partnership and will be in invaluable resource in 
terms of education and awareness. 
 
The aim is to develop and produce 5 theme heritage 
education loan boxes - Prehistoric, Anglo-Saxon, 
domestic, Anglo Saxon gospel production, Vikings and 
Victorian, fishing. The boxes will be available to 
schools to borrow or for the use by the heritage 
education officer to help enable heritage education. 
 

 
Northumberland 
Coast AONB  
Partnership 

 
£2,000 
 
APPROVED 
2015/16 

 
Lindisfarne Inn Cycle Tourism Project 
 
Cycle tourism is a rapidly growing market in the 
Northumberland AONB. To be able to meet the needs 
of cycle tourists and to place the Northumberland 
AONB as a major destination on the cycle holiday 
map, tourism businesses need to ramp up their offer 
to cyclists. 
 
Located on new cycle route The Sandstone Way, The 
Lindisfarne Inn is aiming to be a yellow jersey when 
it comes to being cycle friendly and to lead the way 
with enhanced infrastructure and facilities for cycle 

 
The Lindisfarne 
Inn 

 
£4,000 
 
APPROVED 
2015/16 
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tourists, whatever their ability.   
 
The Lindisfarne Inn’s cyclist friendly project will 
provide the infrastructure and facilities for cycle 
tourists that will make them feel welcomed, 
enhance their visitor experience and provide them 
with knowledge and understanding of the AONB and 
north Northumberland to help them maximise their 
visit. A key element to the project is to help other 
tourism businesses be ready, not surprised to 
welcome and cater for cyclist tourists.  
 
Funding will be used for the following:  
- Bike security – providing safe and secure bike 
storage both for overnight stays and day visits 
around the inn’s site. Funding will be used to erect a 
bike store area that will also double as the inn’s 
Cyclist Hub, an area containing information, repair 
kits, locks, electric charging point for electronic 
bikes and a bike pump.  
    • 12 Sheffield Bike Stands  
    • 2x 30 foot cables  
    • 6 x combination locks  
    • A bike store which will be named The Sandstone 
Store 
- Local information provision  
- Being ready, not surprised for cyclist tourists. Have 
in place the facilities and equipment that makes 
someone visiting on a bike feel welcome – plastic 
trays for rooms to place wet, muddy items in; a 
designated Cycle Area where cycle visitors can 
remove and store equipment and clothing and access 
local information, guide books and weather reports.  
    • Seating / storage area 
    • Plastic coat hangers 
    • Hooks 
    • Plastic trays for rooms  
- Staff training 
- Cyclist Friendly Food - devise and design and print 
of a cyclist friendly menu packed with dishes to fuel 
riders up for the day ahead. 
- Maintenance Facilities 
- Signage 
 

 
Amble Bronze Age Hoard 
 
On the 10th February 2016 a metal detectorist 
reported a significant metal find in a field to the 
south of Amble to the Portable Antiquities Scheme. 
NCC assistant archaeologist visited the site and 
confirmed a Bronze Age hoard; this was excavated 
quickly due to failing light.  
 

 
Archaeological 
Research Services 

 
£1,000 
 
APPROVED 
2015/16 
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The hoard contained at 7 axe heads, remnants of a 
sword and a spear as well as a metal bowl. Due to 
the rapid nature of the excavation and because the 
find is now subject to Treasure Trove legislation it is 
necessary to record the site in better detail - by a 
GPS locations, geophysical survey of the rest of the 
field, a re-survey with the metal detector and a trail 
trench on the find spot location. This will establish if 
this is a hoard in isolation or whether there is a 
Bronze Age context for this deposit 
The SDF grant money will help pay for the site 
record work to be undertaken. Whilst ARSLtd is a 
commercial archaeological contractor they have 
extensive and unrivalled knowledge of the 
prehistoric archaeology of this coastline - having 
recently completed the HLF funded 'Rescued from 
the Sea' at nearby Low Hauxley. Nick Best, the 
Assistant County Archaeologist has identified them as 
the most suitable contractor to carry out the rapid 
survey work. 
 

 
Wading Birds Research 
 
This project is investigating the extent to which 
recreational disturbance is having an adverse effect 
on the populations of migratory and wintering 
wading birds on the coast of NE England.  Through a 
range of measures including observational studies, 
experimental disturbance and the radio-tagging of a 
small number of purple sandpiper and turnstone, this 
project will generate clear evidence concerning 
recreational disturbance that will assist in the 
assessment of proposed development, and in the 
development of spatial and economic disturbance 
plans. 
 
The money will be used to fund a small research 
team to carry out the study. We have already 
secured funds for the tracking equipment. 
 
 

 
Newcastle 
University 

 
£3,000 
 
APPROVED 
2015/16 

 
Bamburgh’s First Christians 
 
This dating and interpretation project is being 
undertaken as part of a wider effort to create a 
visitor centre within the crypt of St Aidan' Church, 
Bamburgh and enhance the information and outreach 
available to tourists and the general public about a 
fascinating and important early medieval cemetery 
that contains the burials of some of the first 
Christians in Northumbria. The skeletons, and the 

 
Bamburgh 
Research Project 
Limited 

 
£1,890 
 
APPROVED 
2015/16 
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story that their study is able to tell, puts us directly 
in touch with the people behind the creation of 
Northumbria's Golden Age and helps bring to life a 
story of the first importance in the region's heritage. 
The grant money will be used for 5 additional 
radiocarbon dates on the skeletons in the cemetery 
and will contribute substantially to our 
understanding of this important archaeological site.  
 

 
 
 


